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DESPERATE MEASURES,
THE SCUTTLING OF THE
FRENCH FLEET
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On 27 November 1942, the French fleet - the fourth in the
world after Great Britain, the U.S. and Japan - sank in the port
of Toulon.

It was not an enemy attack but the French themselves who
sent their warships to the bottom of the sea. Of the 173 ships
in Toulon harbour, more than 85 have gone to ground. It was a
disaster from which the French Navy would find it hard to
recover.

How did things get this far? Who gave the orders? Who
executed them? The answer to these questions lies in the
painful history of collaboration of the army. Caught in the
tangled web of its own contradictions, the navy resorted to the
most desperate act of all ... the scuttling of its own fleet. A
scenario that was set in motion by the events of June 1940
and would inevitably lead to this disastrous outcome.

This documentary offers a narrative that is both documented
and lively with a fresh historical take, based on filmed and
photographic archives, testimonies from historians and
survivors as well as fictional reconstruction scenes and 3D
seguences.

THE PRESS:

&quot;From the attack of the French fleet at Mers el-Kebir by
the Royal Navy to this tragic apotheosis of Toulon, the film
sheds light on a period that is still taboo, where French came
to fight other French, and where Vichy, believing to still be
masters of a part of its fleet, had bowed to the diktats of the
Reich.&quot; - Hélene Marzolf, Télérama

Categorie(s): Topical interest & anniversaries, History & Current Affairs
Tag(s): Docu Drama, WWII

Producer(s): POINT DU JOUR

POINT DU JOUR INTERNATIONAL — 23, rue de Cronstadt — 75015 Paris — France — Tel. : 33 1 75 44 80 80 — Fax : 33 14531 1305 | Page 1/2


http://http://www.pointdujour-international.com

International distribution of

Boint du Jour [
INTERNATIONAL

Coproducer(s): FRANCE TELEVISIONS

Length: Length: 1x521x52 / Format: One-off

Original version: French

Versions available: Versions available: English English
Nationality: France, 2014

Support(s): HD Cam, HD file

http://www.pointdujour-international.com/catalogueFiche.php?idFiche=38223&lang=en

POINT DU JOUR INTERNATIONAL — 23, rue de Cronstadt — 75015 Paris — France — Tel. : 33 1 75 44 80 80 — Fax : 33 14531 13 05 | Page 2/2


http://http://www.pointdujour-international.com
http://www.pointdujour-international.com/catalogueFiche.php?idFiche=38223&lang=en

