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Writer(s): Aldo LEE

What is there to say about dress in South Africa?
Nelson Mandela and his world-famous colourful shirts started
a new "afro-chic" trend which is all the rage at the dinner
parties of the "blackoisie", the new black 'bourgeoisie'.  
We discover that the "Swankas" movement was born in the
gold mines.  "Swankas" are men who pride themselves on
their fine clothing and shoes - they meet every week in
best-dressed competitions.
And what about the style of the "bad boys" of the townships?
Well, their choice of footwear is dictated by the necessity to
run very fast.
The traditional Kwazulu costume - made of pearls, leather, tin
cans and synthetic material - is not just a thing for tourists but
it's the standard bearer of Zulu identity. 
In fact, young people in South Africa have developed a new
style of their own, a joyful patchwork identity that is the mirror
image of the "Rainbow Nation".
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