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Director(s): Patrick CABOUAT, Kazuko OKA
Writer(s): Alain MOREAU

In India in the 6th century BC, Sakyamuni, &quot;a wise man
of the Sakya tribe&quot;, had been meditating under a tree
when, suddenly, he was struck with the comprehension of all
things. He became Buddha, meaning the « llluminated ». His
message, based on a pragmatic philosophy, taught how to
free oneself from all needs in order to achieve illumination.
After the death of the Enlightened One, his disciples - a few
monks - began to spread his teachings all over India, from
Ceylon to the Himalayan.

Fearing man's penchant for idol worship, Buddha expressly
forbade that his image should be represented in whatever
form. Therefore, the Indian philosophers told his life story
without ever showing in any form other than that of a simple
lotus, a tree or a horse without a rider. The Buddhist
missionaries began to build monasteries - they discovered that
the local population was a mix of settlers from Greece, Egypt
and Antioch as well as descendants from Alexander's soldiers.

Influenced by Greek sculpture, Buddhism began to represent
the Enlightened One in a Hellenised form. The Buddhist
philosophy became less abstract and was better understood
and henceforth widely adopted. Buddhism is a blend of spirit
and culture which is unique in the history of mankind - it
achieved the successful encounter of East and West.

AVAILABLE FOR SCREENING: French version only

Categorie(s): Discovery & Nature, History & Current Affairs
Tag(s): History, Discovery/Adventure, History revisited

Producer(s): NHK, POINT DU JOUR
Coproducer(s): FRANCE 5 - France Télévisions
Length: 1x49 / Format: One-off

Original version: Japanese

Versions available: French / International
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